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GUIDE TO PERMEABLE PAVING



 

Permeable Pavers are growing in 
popularity due to customers searching 
for more sustainable paving options. 
There is now a much larger range of 
permeable paving options to choose 
from. Selecting a permeable paver 
means you are making an eco-conscious 
decision that benefits your property and 
the environment.

What are Permeable Pavers?

Permeable pavers are a remarkable solution that 
allows rain or surface water to infiltrate through the 
pavement surface making it an eco-friendly alternative 
to traditional paving. When these pavers are laid, they 
create small drainage voids in the pavement surface, 
enabling rainwater to pass through and into the base 
below. This innovative design helps alleviate common 
issues related to water runoff, such as flooding and 
erosion, while simultaneously promoting groundwater 
recharge.

Already widely regulated and adopted in countries 
dealing with overburdened drainage systems, 
permeable paving helps mitigate the effects of 
urbanisation on our waterways. As land development 
increases, impervious surfaces contribute to higher 
volumes of stormwater runoff, putting stress on 
drainage and river systems. This can lead to downstream 
flooding, erosion and other environmental issues.

Unlike conventional paving, which channels water and 
pollutants into existing drainage systems, Australian 
Paving Centre’s range of permeable pavers encourages 
water to seep into the ground below. This alleviates 
pressure on drainage infrastructure while benefiting the 
environment.

Proper Drainage is Key

To make the most of your permeable pavers, it’s 
essential to ensure that the correct base materials 
are utilised and installed in the right way. Proper 
installation guarantees that water is efficiently drained 
through the pavers, helping to maintain the integrity 
and performance of your surface. Our team of experts 
at Australian Paving Centre are here to assist you in 
choosing the perfect paver and guiding you through the 
installation process to achieve the best results.

Benefits of Permeable Paving
• Reduces surface runoff: Minimises stormwater 

entering overloaded systems.

• Promotes vegetation growth: Allows water and air to 
reach plant roots.

• Recharges groundwater: Helps replenish 
underground water tables.

• Reduces heat island effects: Improves air and water 
circulation.

• Immediate usability: Can be used right after 
installation.

• Traps pollutants: Prevents harmful substances from 
entering waterways.

• Mitigates localised flooding: Minimises the risk of 
flash flooding.

• Reduces downstream erosion: Protects riverbanks and 
streams.

• Aesthetic appeal: Offers stylish, functional designs.

• Facilitates pollutant decomposition: Supports natural 
breakdown processes.

• Minimises detention basins: Can reduce or eliminate 
the need for retention structures.

• Durable and pre-cured: Pavers are shrink-resistant 
and don’t require control joints.

PERMEABLE PAVERS: A Sustainable 
Solution for Water Management



 

Why do we need Permeable Paving?

Managing stormwater runoff is becoming increasingly 
critical in urban areas. Traditionally, stormwater was 
treated as waste to be quickly disposed of. However, 
in residential developments, impermeable surfaces 
prevent water from being absorbed into the ground, 
overwhelming stormwater systems and waterways.

In natural landscapes, most stormwater seeps into 
the ground, replenishing groundwater reserves and 
reducing runoff into local rivers. By contrast, urban 
environments divert the majority of stormwater into 
already strained infrastructure.

Permeable paving offers a practical solution to restore 
this natural balance. By enabling water to filter into 
the ground, it helps reduce the environmental impact 
of urbanisation, protect waterways, and manage 
stormwater sustainably.

Why Choose Permeable Paving?

Permeable pavers are more than just a functional 
solution for water management – they also add to the 
curb appeal of your home. Available in various styles, 
colours and sizes, these pavers can be customised to 
suit your aesthetic preferences, seamlessly blending 
with your landscape.

By choosing permeable pavers, you’re making an eco-
conscious decision that not only benefits your property 
but also contributes to a more sustainable environment. 
The reduced runoff and improved water filtration 
provided by these pavers can lead to a reduction in 
water pollution and help conserve precious natural 
resources.



DRIVEWAY COBBLES

Driveway Cobbles are a natural stone made from 
volcanic stone making it extremely hard and durable.

They have a tumbled look with a textured finish and 
rounded edges where water is able to filter through. 
Being a natural stone, they are a sustainable option.

Features
• Basalt, hard volcanic stone

• Tumbled cobble

• Lightweight

• Easy to install

• Great for DIY projects

These must be laid with a 3-5mm gap and filled with a 
1-3mm aggregate to make this permeable.

Do not use paveset. 

Suitable For
• Driveways

• Patios and courtyards

• Pathways

• Garden edging

• Garden walls



 

ECO GRASS PAVE

Eco Grass Pave is a highly permeable paver that 
combines functionality with environmental benefits.

These are specially designed for residential driveways, 
high traffic pathways and areas with high water content.

Features
• Grass is able to grow through the paver

• Can use stones in gaps

• Slip resistant

• Strong and durable

• Easy to lay

 

Suitable For
• Driveways

• Holiday homes

• Pathways

• Areas where water pools

• Environmental homes



ECO VILLASTONE®

Eco Villastone® are used for both residential and 
commercial use.

With its interlocking design, these low maintenance 
pavers comes in two colours.

Features
• Low maintenance

• Slip resistant

• Easy to lay

• Strong and durable

• Two colours

 

Suitable For
• Driveways

• Holiday homes

• Pathways

• Areas where water pools

• Environmental homes



 

ECOPAVE®

Ecopave® is designed for residential, multi-residential 
and commercial paving applications where water 
management should be considered.

Features
• Low maintenance

• Slip resistant

• Easy to lay

• Strong and durable

• Can lay in various paving patterns

Suitable For
• Streetscapes

• Permeable pavements

• Driveways

• Roadways

• Residential and Commercial



ECOTRIHEX®

Ecotrihex® is a paver designed for residential, multi-
residential and commercial paving applications where 
sustainable water management should be considered.

Features
• Select from smooth, honed or shotblast textures

• Unique shape eliminates set lines

• Interlocking style

• Can be used with Trihex® pavers

• Strong and durable

 

Suitable For
• Pedestrian footpaths

• Vehicular traffic

• Paved roads

• Carparks

• Commercial and Industrial pavements



 

PERMEABLE BRICK PAVER

Permeable Brick Paver are the ideal paving solution for 
driveways. Perfect for paths through your garden where 
the grass is often left muddy after rain.

Use for walkways around the house to allow water to 
seep through. A great sustainable and eco-friendly 
choice.

Features
• Low maintenance

• Slip resistant

• Easy to lay

• Strong and durable

• Cay lay in various paving patterns

 

Suitable For
• Driveways

• Footpaths

• Garden paths and walkways

• Garden edging

• Permeable paving areas



TURFGRID™

Turfgrid™ is a land stabilisation paver that is a simple 
solution to control soil erosion around your home

Strong and versatile, these pavers are ideal for 
driveways and paths where grass is often left muddy.

Features
• Allows grass to grow within

• Functional land stabilisation

• Can be used with stones or crushed rock

• Tough and durable

• Ideal for muddy areas

 

Suitable For
• Driveways

• Garden paths

• Cattle troughs and barns

• Walkways

• Carparks



 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

 *Jointing material needs to be permeable.
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SPECIFICATIONS OF CONSTRUCTION
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MAINTENANCE


